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PART I

Acts, Ordinances, President's Orders and Regulations

GOVERNMENT OF GILGIT-BALTISTAN

GILGIT-BALTISTAN SECRETARIAT

(Law and Prosecution Department)

The Gilgit-Baltistan

Gilgit, the 6th March, 2018

CHILD PROTECTION RESPONSE АСТ, 2017

(ACт No. V OF 2017)

To provide a state response for the protection of children in Gilgit-Baltistan

from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury, neglect or negligent treatment,

maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse and matters incidental to.

WHEREAS it is expedient to establish a Child Protection Commission within

the Social Welfare Department for providing vision, policy guid
elines, appropriate

strategies for child protection, analysis of trends and adjusting policies and measures

for the protection of children.

It is hereby enacted as follows:

(169)
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[PART

PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent and comm
encement.-(1)This Act may

called the Gilgit-Baltistan Child Protection Response Act, No. V of 2017.

(2) It shall extend to the whole of the Gilgit-Baltistan.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

be

2. Application.-This Act shall apply to all children physically present

within the territorial limits of Gilgit-Baltistan, whether citizens of Pakista
n or

otherwise.

3. Definitions.-(1) In this Act,

(a) "Alternative care" includes extended family care, placement with a

guardian, or placement in an institution established or regulated by the

State, or any other arrangement in the best interests 
of a child and

authorised by the Court in accordance with this Act and considering

all views, including those of the child in need of protection;

(b)

(c)

(d)

"Best interests of a child" with reference to this Act, include the

factors as described and enumerated in Section 5 of this Act;

"Care giver" also comprises state agencies and organisations

responsible to provide necessary age- and gender-appropriate care to

a child, including concerned law enforcement agencies, judicial
institutions and alternative care institutions;

"Child" means a person, either girl or boy, below the age of eighteen
years;

(e) "Child abuse” includes one, or a combination of' more than one, of

the following: physical or psychological violence, exploitation, injury,
neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment, including sexual abuse;

(f)

(g)

“Child exploitation” includes all types of exploitation prejudicial to
the best interests of the child;

“Child Protection Officer" means a person appointed as Child
Protection Officer under section 12 of this Act;
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(h) “Child protection plan" a document containing details of services
to be offered to a child requiring protection in accordance with this

Act, based on a comprehensive assessment of the child and family
under Section 16 of this Act:

(i) "Child Protection Unit" means a unit established in the District Social

Welfare Office under section 12 of this Act:

(j) "Commission" means the Child Protection Commission established

under section 8 of this Act;

(k) "Comprehensive assessment" a full analysis undertaken by a Child

Protection Officer, under Section 14 of the Act. in support of a

determination as to whether a child requires protection in accordance

with the provisions of the Act;

(1) "Court" means the District and Sessions Court, or any other court

empowered by the government;

(т) "Dерartment" means the relevant department as per Gilgit-Baltistan

Rules of Business 2009;

(n) "Government" means the Government of the Gilgit-Baltistan;

(o) "Guardian” means a person, for the purpose of this Act, other than a

biological parent, who has parental responsibility and care of a child,

as nominated by the parent(s), or a guardian appointed by the Court;

(p) "Initial assessment" means a preliminary analysis of whether a child

is in need of protection, in accordance with the provisions of this Act;

(q) "Maltreatment" includes cruel or harmful treatment or abuse of a

child by a care giver;

(r) "Mental violence” includes:

(i) all forms of persistent harmful interactions with the child, for

example, conveying to children that they are worthless, unloved,

unwanted, endangered or only of value in meeting another's needs;

(ii) scaring, terrorizing and threatening; exploiting and corrupting:

spurning and rejecting; isolating, ignoring and favouritism;
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(ii) denying emotional responsiv
eness; neglecting mental health.

medical and educational needs;

(iv) insults, name-calling, humiliation, belittling, ridiculing and hurting

a child's feelings;

(v) exposure to domestic violence;

(vi) placement in solitary confinement, isolation or humiliating or

degrading conditions of detention; and

(vii) psychological bullying by adults or other children, including via

information and communication technologies (ICTs) such as

mobile phones and the Internet (known as "cyberbullying");

(s) "Neglect or negligent treatment" includes:

Adid

blido t
(i).

(ii)

(iii)

Physical neglect: failure of caregivers to protect a child from

harm, including through lack of supervision, or failure to provide
the child with basic necessities including adequate food, shelter,
clothing and basic medical care;

Psychological or emotional neglect includes lack of any emotional

support and love, chronic inattention to the child, caregivers being

psychologically unavailable by overlooking young children's cues

and signals, and exposure to intimate partner viqlence, drug or
alcohol abuse;

Neglect of children's physical or mental health: include ignoring
essential medical care;

(iv) Educational neglect includes failure to comply with laws requiring
caregivers to secure their children's education through attendance
at school or otherwise;

(1) "Physical violence" includes:

(i) Hitting, kicking, shaking, beating, bites, burns, strangulation,
poisoning and suffocation; and

(ii) all other forms of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment;

"Prescribed" means prescribed by rules or regulations made underSection 31 of this Act;
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()"Secretary" means the Secretary to the Government of
h ot Gilgit-Baltistan;at Hd

(w) "Sexnal abuse and exploitation includes":

oits mu

blida

ebliro o

(x)

(

the inducement or coercion of a child to engage in ány unlawful

or psychologically harmful sexual activity;

(ii) the use of children in commercial sexual exploitation; and

(iii) the use of children in audio or visual images of child sexual abusé;

child prostitution,  sexual slavery, sexual exploitation in travel and

tourism, trafficking (within and between countries) and sale of

children for sexual purposes and forced marriage; anitobranos

"Significant harm” means the threshold which justifies compulsory

state intervention in family life in the best interests of children.

"Supervision order" means the lawful supervision of a child by a

Child Protection Officer for the purpose of ensuring that the child is

protected in accordance with the provisions of this Act;

(2) All other words and expressions used but not defined in this Act shall

have the same meaning as assigned to them in respective Federal or Gilgit-Baltistan

Laws.

adi rtiv

CHAPTER II

GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF CHILD PROTECTION

4. Right to Life.-Every child has the inherent right to life.

5. Best interests of a child in need of protection.- (1) All state

bodies, agencies and organisations, public and private social welfare institutions and

civil society organisations shall safeguard and promote the best interests of  the child

in need of protection.

(2) All actions taken in relation to a child under this Act, or under any

Rules or Regulations made under this Act, whether by the Courts, or Child Protection

Officers, or any other administrative authority, public or private social welfare

institution, civil society organisations, or any other body, shall be subject to the

over-riding principle that the best interests of  the child in need of protection shall be
the primary consideration.
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(3) All state bodies, agencies and organisations, public and private social

institutions and civil society organisations shall safeguard and promote the right of

the child to be heard and eve
ry child capable of forming h

is own views shall be

entitled to express those views.

(4) For the full and harmonious development of a child's personality, a

child should preferably grow up in a family social structure and environment. Where

special protection of a child or assistance to the parent(s) or caregiver(s) is required

from the state, including out-of-home care, the participation of the child in the related

decision-making process mu
st be ensured to the maximu

m extent possible.

(5) No child shall be removed from its family home and environment by

state intervention unless the removal is deemed by the Court to be in the best interests

of the child in order to pro
tect him/her from threat

 of/or significant harm,
 after

considering all views, including those of the child.

(6) Where there is a reference in this Act to the best interests of the child

in need of protection, the factors to be taken into ac
count in determining the child's

best interests shall include:

Heria

stzitls

(i) the child's right to protection from violence, neglect and exploitation;

(ii) the welfare, well-being and safety of the child in need of protection;

(iii) the child's physical, mental, psychological and emotional ne
eds and

level of development;

(iv) the responsibility for the protection of the child rests primarily with the

parent(s);

(v) the quality of the relationship the child has with a parent or any other

person and the effect of maintaining that relationship;

(vi) the capacity of the parent(s) to provide a safe home and adequate

food, clothing and medical care;

(vii) the child's religious, cultural and spiritual views;

(viii) the child's level of education and educational requirements;

(ix) the effect on the child of a delay in making a decision; and

(x) the preferences of the child.


























